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 Education in Romania is based on a free of charge, 
egalitarian, system. 

  Access to free education is guaranteed by Article 32 in 
the Constitution of Romania. 

 Education is regulated and enforced by the Ministry of 
National Education. Each step has its own form of 
organization and is subject to different laws and directives.  

 Since the downfall of the communist regime, the Romanian 
educational system has been through several reforms. 

 Compulsory schooling starts at age 6, with the 
"preparatory school year" (clasa pregătitoare), which is 
mandatory in order to enter the first grade and finish in 
the tenth grade (which corresponds with the age of 
sixteen or seventeen).  

 

 

Education in Romania 



The structure: 

 

  pre-primary school - kindergarten 

  primary school 

  secondary school (gymnasium)  

 lower secondary education part of 
compulsory education (lyceum) 

 upper secondary education (lyceum)  

post-secondary education/ post-high school  

  higher education 



Types of schools: 

 

  public schools – the 
education is free of charge by 
the Constitution; 

 

 

  private schools – under the 
Romanian system; 

 

 

 

  private schools – following 
various international systems; 

 

Homeschooling is not allwoed; 

 



The school year: 

 start: middle of September; 
 

 structure: 18 weeks/16 weeks per semester (34 weeks); 
 holidays/free days:  
- first week of November (only for Primary); 
- Christmas (2-3 weeks); 
- Between the semester (beginning of February); 
- Easter (2 weeks this year); 
- Summer; 
- Legal holidays (30.11, 01.12, 24.01, 01.05, ) 

 
 finish: middle of June. 
 
 



 Pre-primary system (kindergarten): it is attended by 

children of 3-4 years old. Not compulsory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Primary school: the age of pupils who attend 

primary school is 5-10 years old. Compulsory. 

 5 classes, unitl the .... 4th .  

  

 Between the age of 5 and 6 thew kids atend the 

prepratory class of the school, sometime named 

class 0, as it is followed by class 1!!! 

 

 



Secondary school 

 

Gymnasium has 5th-8th grades, and the age of 
the pupils is between 11 and 15 years old. 

 

High-school has 9th-12th grades, the age of the 
pupils is 15-19 years old. 

 

For the last two grades (11th-12th, after 16y old), 
the enrollment in the educational system is no 
more compulsory. 



Secondary school 
 
 There are many kinds of high-schools: 

theoretical, technological, vocational (sport, 
military, art). 

 There are some subjects which are studied by 
all the pupils at every kind of high-school 
(Romanian language, Mathematics, Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology, Geography, Social sciences, 
History, Religion, Foreign languages-English, 
French, Spanish, German, Italian, Sport). 

 Aprox. 1/3 of the subjects/lessons number are 
diferent 



The class organization: 

 A class (clasă) can have up to 30 students (25 

is considered optimal);  

 Usually each class has its own classroom. 

Each group has its own designation, usually 

the grade followed by a letter of the alphabet 

(for example, VII A means that the student is 

in the 7th grade in the 'A' class). 

 



Grading system in Secondary education 

- Marks between 1 and max. 10.  

- Need min 5 in order to pass. 

- If you have 1-2 subjects where you haven’t 
pass the year: you need to pass an exam 
(corigenta) before the start of the next year; 

- If you either do not pass 3 or more subjects 
during the year or the corigenta – you repeat 
the year. 

 



Grading system in Secondary education 

 

- Very important subject Behaviour; 

- You need min. 6 in order to graduate the 
year; 

- The mark is lower also for absences: 1 point 
for 10 missed lessons; 

 



National exams 

 

The national exams are organised by the Ministry of 

National Education with common subjects. 

The exams are:  

 at the end of 8th grade (for going to a high-school) 

- it is called “National Evaluation”; 

 at the end of the 12th grade (high school graduating 

exam) - ”Baccalaureate”; 



The Romanian VET system  
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